
FINISHING OF FABRICS 



INTRODUCTION 

Fabrics as they come out of loom after weaving are called GREIGE GOODS 

or GREY GOODS. The grey word denotes to any unfinished product. For 

consumer acceptability, they need to be cleaned, improved  in appearance 

and feel, there special characteristics are to be brought out depending upon 

their suitability to the purpose. Therefore they are made to go under certain 

processes after coming out of loom or the knitting machine. A broader term 

for all these processes is FINISHING. 
 

Finishing is treatment given to fabrics which are in the form of grey 

good to improve their appearance, feel, serviceability and durability. 
 

It involves cleaning, bleaching, relaxing tensions in the fabric and 

straightening the yarns, after all the treatments which modify the properties 

of the textiles to meet the needs of the consumer and all the processes 

which alter the appearance and performance of the fabric. 



Finishing has the following objectives : 
 

1. To improve the appearance of the material.  
 

2.   To increase their weight and stiffness. 
 

3.   To improve suitability to the purpose. 
 

4. To improve their utility. 
 

5. To produce variety. 
 

6. To produce imitation. 
 

7. To improve their serviceability. 
 

8. To improve their durability. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF FINISHING 



1. On the basis of their method of application : 

 (i) Mechanical finishes 

 (ii) Chemical finishes 

2. On the basis of their stability : 

 (i) Permanent finishes 

 (ii) Durable finishes 

 (iii) Semi-durable finishes 

 (iv) Temporary finishes 

3. On the basis of their types : 

 (i) Aesthetic finishes 

 (ii) Functional finishes 

4. Depending upon their purpose : 

 (i) Preparatory finishes 

 (ii) Stabilizing finishes 

 (iii) Textural finishes 

 (iv) Functional finishes 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF FINISHING PROCESSES 



Preparatory finishes 

Important Finishes 

Stabilizing finishes Textural finishes 

Functional finishes 



1. Brushing and Shearing. 

2. Scouring. 

3. Degumming. 

4. Desizing. 

5. Bleaching. 

6. Singeing. 

 

Preparatory finishes 



1. Tentering. 

2. Sanforizing. 

3. Mercerization. 

4. Slack Mercerization. 

5. Ammoniating. 

 

Stabilizing finishes  



1. Calendering 

2. Beetling 

3. Glazing 

4. Sizing or Stiffening 

5. Schreinerizing 

6. Weighting 

7. Napping 

8. Moireing 

9. Embossing 

 

Textural finishes  



1. Crease-resistance finishes 

2. Water Proofing  

3. Water Repellency 

4. Flame resistance 

5. Flame proof finishes. 

 

 

Functional finishes  


